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Fr. Eschbach’s Palm Sunday Homily – April 28, 2021  

 

 

My Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

The spirituality introduced to the Church by St. Ignatius of Loyola was not just to contemplate the events and 

words of Christ as found in the Gospels, but to imagine yourself in these events and listen to the words He speaks 

as spoken directly to you.  This spiritual methodology has been enshrined in what we know as The Spiritual 

Exercises of St. Ignatius.   

Therefore as we reflect on this Passion of Christ, St Ignatius would have each of us identify with a particular 

person or group in this event in the life of Christ.  One might even identify with Christ Himself.  In doing so, you 

then imagine yourself feeling what he felt, thinking what he thought, hearing what he heard, and seeing what he 

saw.  Imagine the pain, the sorrow, the shame, the humiliation, the hopelessness, the sense of being so terribly 

alone. 

Or you could identify with one of the Apostles.  Imagine and allow yourself to feel the fear, the confusion, the 

heartbreak, the bewilderment, and the desperation they experienced, as well as the temptations to fight or flee. 

Another may identify with His Mother, Mary.  Who can imagine the sorrow, the inability to focus on how this is 

happening to her beloved Son, the attempt to stay strong for him while feeling so weak she can’t even imagine 

how she can put one foot in front of the other, the sublime pain of holding the beaten, bruised, and battered body 

of the One who she cuddled so few years earlier as her beautiful baby boy?  The incredible pain of a Mother 

suffering the death of the precious child given to her by God Himself. 

Of course, if we’re honest, each and every one of us can imagine ourselves as being part of that crowd that greeted 

him so boisterously on what we now know as Palm Sunday.  Looking to him as the One who would save us, all 

of us would have joined in shouting “HOSANNA!” (which literally means “We beg you to save us!”)   But, we’re 

also part of that same crowd who turned on him, jeered him, mocked him, spit on him, threw stones at him, and 

screamed together, “CRUCIFY HIM!  CRUCIFY HIM!”  And standing there, with blazing anger in our eyes, 

hate and cruelty in our hearts,  the darkness of sin on our souls, and obscenities spewing from our mouths, we 

look up at him hanging on the Cross and He looks down at us mournfully, with blood gushing from the crown of 

thorns on his head, and the wounds in his hands and his feet and the gash caused by the spear thrust into his side 

and he is crying out, “Father, forgive them.  They don’t know what they’re doing.” 

It is with such images that we begin to celebrate the work of our salvation in this most Holy of weeks.  

On what has come to be known as Spy Wednesday, we will be witness to the machinations and the betrayal of 

the religious and political leaders who sought to destroy the Galilean who they saw as threatening their power. 
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On Holy Thursday we will be invited to sit at table to be washed and fed by him who had the power to transform 

simple bread and wine into the offering of his own body and blood.  It is there that he calls on us to do for one 

another what he has done for us, by becoming Church. 

On Good Friday we will walk the way of the Cross with him, finding ourselves in his suffering, the fear and 

confusion of his disciples, the pain of his Mother, and the sinfulness of the crowd. 

On Holy Saturday, a light will shine in the darkness of the world and the darkness of our hearts; waters will flow 

that wash away our sins; the gates of hell will be torn down; and the gates of heaven will be opened wide. 

Then the Easter Sun will rise on an empty tomb and a new age will be born and the Hosannas that rang out on 

Palm Sunday will be made real, we will celebrate a Risen Savior who alone has the power to save us. 

Let the journey begin! 


